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Today's Lesson

God Loves YOU!
( Bible Story
"Suppose one of you had a hundred sheep and lost one.  Wouldn't you leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the lost one until you found it?  When found, you can be sure you would put it across your shoulders, rejoicing, and when you got home call in your friends and neighbors, saying, 'Celebrate with me!  I've found my lost sheep!'"  (Luke 15:3-7)
Jesus was demonstrating to his listeners how much he loved people INDIVIDUALLY.  He referred to himself many times in Scripture as "the good shepherd" and to his followers as "his sheep."  In fact, in one sermon he stated that a good shepherd would give his life for his sheep.  The parable of the one lost sheep demonstrates that God loves each one of us and will go to great extremes to care for us – even when we have wandered off.  In class today, we talked about ways that a shepherd cares for his sheep and ways that God cares for us (examples:  giving us great parents, food to eat, a warm house to live in and a comfy bed to sleep in).

( Home Links
· Kids are like sheep!
Ask your child what she knows about sheep.  In class, we described them as soft and cuddly, and that they like to stay in a group, not be by themselves very much, and that they love to eat and sleep in a warm place.  Sometimes they get confused or forgetful, and need someone to remind them about good choices.  Kids are much the same way!

She may want to describe a shepherd instead – we described a typical shepherd as kind and loving and someone who enjoys being with sheep a lot!  He loves to stroke the soft fur and cuddle up and provide lots of good food.  He even carries around a special stick that helps him direct the sheep when they've become confused.  If the time is right, maybe you can pretend to be a shepherd with her and show that in many ways you treat her just like shepherds treat their sheep (albeit without a big prodding stick, we hope!).

· Jesus is our shepherd!
The point that Jesus was making by telling this parable was that he will always seek out individuals – no matter how far away they have strayed.  WE de-emphasized the "straying" part of the story, and emphasized the love that the shepherd had for each sheep – that he knew each one by name and what they liked to eat and which part of the pen they liked to sleep in.

God loves your child – all of him – just as he is.  And no matter what, God will always be there to make sure he is well cared for.

Prayer for the week

· Pray with your child, and let her hear you say,

"Thank you, God, for taking care of us, for giving us a warm home and plenty to eat, and for providing me [and/or my spouse] with a good job, and my daughter with a good school.  We are so thankful that you know us and love us as individuals.  Thank you for the story of the one lost sheep – we feel safe knowing that you are watching over us like a good shepherd watches over his sheep."
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