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Today's Lesson

A Journey With Jesus:  Jesus Was a Teacher
( Bible Story
"Here's another old saying that deserves a second look:  'Eye for eye, tooth for tooth.'  Is that going to get us anywhere?  Here's what I propose:  'Don't hit back at all.'  If someone strikes you, stand there and take it.  If someone drags you into court and sues for the shirt off your back, giftwrap your best coat and make a present of it.  And if someone takes unfair advantage of you, use the occasion to practice the servant life.  No more tit-for-tat stuff.  Live generously.

"You're familiar with the old written law, 'Love your friend,' and its unwritten companion, 'Hate your enemy.'  I'm challenging that.  I'm telling you to love your enemies.  Let them bring out the best in you, not the worst.  When someone gives you a hard time, respond with the energies of prayer, for then you are working out of your true selves, your God-created selves.  This is what God does.  He gives his best – the sun to warm and the rain to nourish – to everyone, regardless:  the good and bad, the nice and nasty.  If all you do is love the lovable, do you expect a bonus?  Anybody can do that.  If you simply say hello to those who greet you, do you expect a medal?  Any run-of-the-mill sinner does that.

"In a word, what I'm saying is, Grow up.  You're kingdom subjects.  Now live like it.  Live out your God-created identity.  Live generously and graciously toward others, the way God lives toward you."  Matthew 5:38‑48

"Here is a simple, rule-of-thumb guide for behavior:  Ask yourself what you want people to do for you, then grab the initiative and do it for them."  Matthew 7:12

Most of us are very familiar with the scriptures quoted above; we know about turning the other cheek, and loving our enemies, and the Golden Rule of doing to others what we want them to do to us.  We at least think about "taking the high road" when we're faced with conflict, even if sometimes (or often) we want to get down-and-dirty and get payback.  When Jesus began his teaching ministry, however, these were radical concepts!  People were accustomed to the harsh dog-eat-dog world of the eye-for-an-eye mindset, and didn't really think in terms of living and acting on the basis of a higher calling.

Jesus changed all of that.  He forced his listeners to look inside, to examine motives, to want to live and act and treat each other better.  Although the Bible is a big, big book, when we think of "Christian" principles we really are thinking of the teachings of Jesus.  His insights were powerful and different – so much so that 2,000 years after his life, they still have great significance across a broad swath of the world.  Jesus was a teacher – in the fullest sense of the word.

( Home Links
· How easy is it to follow the teachings of Jesus?
The answer is that it often is not very easy, especially when it seems like nobody else is!  We all want our kids to be "above" the sometimes less-than-stellar behavior of a friend or a sibling, and loathe the retort "but he did it first!"  Instead of getting caught up in the "if he jumped off a cliff, would you follow him?" line of reasoning, try to encourage your child to become a leader among his friends.  Try to get him to imagine the feeling of accomplishment he'll have when he can see that his treatment of others is actually rubbing off on his friends!

· Turning the other cheek, loving enemies and following the Golden Rule do not mean being a doormat.

Explain to your daughter that she does not have to (and should not) take a passive role when she feels mistreated.  The teachings of Jesus do not indicate that we have no recourse against mistreatment by others, but rather that we are called to a higher standard of leadership and accountability.  Sure, sometimes that means not getting in the last word, or not getting one's way all of the time – but the benefits are long-lasting, and will outlive playground society and inform your daughter's world-view as she matures.

Help your child figure out specific ways that she can live by the teachings of Jesus; no doubt she has shared specific relationships or incidents where she has dealt with disappointment or rejection.  Use those examples to come up with the sort of reactions that the Teacher encouraged.  If she hears hurtful things being said about her, turning the other cheek may mean walking away and finding a friend who will speak kindly.  Loving an enemy may mean that when she's excluded from a play group, she approaches the child who is excluding her and says, "I can see that you don't want me to play with you right now, but when you change your mind, come and find me – I'll be happy to play."  She can follow the Golden Rule by seeking out children who don't seem connected to other kids, and offering to play what they want to play.

Prayer for the week

· Pray with your child, and let him hear you say,

"Thank you, God, for the teachings of Jesus.  When we're hurt or upset, help us to remember those teachings and not just try to get back at the person who has hurt us.  Help us treat others the way we want to be treated ourselves.  Please give us lots of patience as we learn to live the way Jesus taught us to live!  Amen."
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