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Today's Lesson

Our Actions Show Our Love
( Bible Story
"Then he said, 'Imagine what would happen if you went to a friend in the middle of the night and said, "Friend, lend me three loaves of bread.  An old friend traveling through just showed up, and I don't have a thing on hand."  The friend answers from his bed, "Don't bother me.  The door's locked; my children are all down for the night; I can't get up to give you anything."  If you stand your ground, knocking and waking all the neighbors, he'll finally get up and get you whatever you need.'"  Luke 11:5-8
"Friends come and friends go, but a true friend sticks by you like family."  Proverbs 18:24

"And compassion is on its way to us.  You'll stamp out our wrongdoing.  You'll sink our sins to the bottom of the ocean."  Micah 7:19

"At that point Peter got up the nerve to ask, 'Master, how many times do I forgive a brother or sister who hurts me?  Seven?'  Jesus replied, 'Seven!  Hardly.  Try seventy times seven.'"  Matthew 18:21-22

The scriptures speak for themselves.  True friends help and share with each other – even when it's hard or inconvenient, as was the case with the friend who was already in his bed.  And when they're hurt, true friends forgive, forget, and move on, just as God throws our mistakes into his "sea of forgetfulness."

( Home Links
· Sharing isn't always easy.
How many times have you heard, "But I had it first!"  "It's mine!"  "I don't want to give it to you!"  Sometimes sharing is very hard for kids.  They want what they have, and to them it feels kind of wrong to ignore their own desires.  The Bible encourages us to "Be good friends who love deeply; practice playing second fiddle."  (Romans 12:10.)  Some grown-ups are still waiting to grasp this concept, so it's understandable why our little ones may have a hard time with it!  Chat with your son this week about easy opportunities to share and give to his friends.  Start small:  "Wanna bake some chocolate chip cookies for you to give to your friend?"  Emphasize the joy we bring to others when we share, and how that makes our own hearts glad.  A small effort on our part can lead to a lot of happiness on the part of our friends.

As always, stories about YOU are very powerful to your children.  If you cannot remember childhood stories about sharing or being helpful (or you can't make them up), offer examples of your friendships today.  If you've cooked a meal for a friend, given another child a ride to school when a younger sib was home sick, or said yes to helping a friend when you were really very busy – you've shared!  Brag on yourself a bit!

· True forgiveness – with the forgetting included! – is a key to a successful friendship.

Grown-ups and kids alike have trouble with the concept of forgiveness.  It seems SO valid to hold onto feelings of hurt, and to nurse old wounds.  But when we do that, we're the losers!  By focusing on the bad and the hurt, our energy and time get sucked up, and the relationship and fun we used to have with the wrongdoer are lost as well.

Kids get into conflicts with their friends – even their best friends – all the time.  Helping them move on quickly from these episodes will show them what good can come of forgiveness.  The gold standard of forgiveness is God's – when he forgives us, he throws the wrongdoing into the bottom of the sea!  But even if we can't forget, Jesus does encourage us to keep forgiving, for the same offense, 490 times (although, frankly, maybe you ought to reconsider the friendship before you get up to 490).  The next time your daughter has hurt feelings or anger toward a friend, guide her toward forgiveness (without ignoring her friend's wrongdoing), and show her how much happier she and her friend can feel as a result.

Prayer for the week

· Pray with your child, and let him hear you say,

"Thank you, God, for our friends.  Help us to forgive our friends when they accidentally or on purpose hurt our feelings.  Help us to offer kindness and forgiveness instead of returning meanness and rudeness.  Let us also find opportunities to share what we have with others and experience the happiness this can bring to us and to them.  Help us to remain patient with our friends as they learn to be good friends, too.  And thank you for always being a Friend to us, and for sharing with us, and always forgiving us when we make mistakes.  Amen."
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