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Today's Lesson

God's Child is Generous!
( Bible Story
"Sitting across from the offering box, he was observing how the crowd tossed money in for the collection.  Many of the rich were making large contributions.  One poor widow came up and put in two small coins – a measly two cents.  Jesus called his disciples over and said, 'The truth is that this poor widow gave more to the collection than all the others put together.'"  (Mark 12:41-43)

As Jesus was teaching to a crowd gathered in the temple, he saw an old woman who clearly did not have much money give two "pennies" in the collection.  All around her were rich people grandly and publicly giving a lot more money.  Jesus knew that it was not the monetary value of the gift that mattered – it was the meaningfulness of what was given that was most significant.  In his ministry, Jesus frequently encouraged those around them to give both of themselves and of their resources – and made it clear to his followers that if the gift was meaningful to them, it was meaningful to God, as well.

( Home Links
· Kids can contribute!
It is hard to balance teaching your children to "give" without putting too much of the world's woes on their little shoulders.  Think of ways for your child to give without exposing them to too much sadness.  The story of the widow teaches us that what is meaningful to us is meaningful to God.  As parents, we can help our kids figure out what is meaningful to them, then gently guide them into becoming generous in that area.  Does your son value his free time?  Encourage him to spend an afternoon helping with household chores or sweeping up the elderly neighbors’ front porch.

· Families can contribute!
Every year, most of provide financial support to our place of worship, our schools and other community programs.  (We usually write our checks at 11 o'clock on the night before the annual fund phone-a-thon is scheduled!)  As worthwhile as these gifts are, it is not clear that our children have any idea that we have made these contributions – and clearly they have no opportunity to participate.  One goal of "family giving" is to facilitate participation by all family members in the act of giving.  Schools can help in this way, because usually they sponsor a few community outreach projects throughout the year – a food or backpack drive, for instance.  Seizing these opportunities – even during our busy schedules – is a good way to model generosity for our children.
Prayer for the week

· Pray with your child, and let her hear you say,

"Thank you, God, for all that you’ve given us.  Help each one of us to find ways to share our time, energy and resources with those around us.  Let us be aware of the needs of others and do what we can to share our blessings."
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