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Today's Lesson

God's Child is Patient!
( Bible Story
Abraham patiently waited for God’s promise to be fulfilled.  (Genesis 12:2; 17:1)

When God instructed him, Abraham left his home to travel to Canaan to find a new place to live.  Along the way, he stopped in Moreh and God made him a promise:  God told Abraham that he would give all of this land to Abraham’s children.  After he completed his journey and arrived in Canaan, God made another promise to Abraham:  He promised that Abraham’s descendants would be as many as the stars in the sky.   Abraham was already an old man, but he had to wait even longer (almost 100 years in total) for God’s promise to come true, with the birth of Isaac.  Abraham PATIENTLY waited, and God fulfilled his promises in his time.
( HomeLinks
· Waiting patiently is hard!  Tell your child about a time when you had a hard time waiting – even as an adult.

Probably your child has been with you during boring errands or somewhere with long lines (at the DMV, maybe?).  He knows how hard it is to wait during those times.  Explain how much you dislike the waiting as well, but remind him about the patience you show and tell him how you stay relaxed while waiting.  Maybe you think about your day, or hum a song – anything to help make the waiting easier.  Explain that when we do the waiting ourselves, without bothering those around us, we are showing patience!

· Brainstorm with your child about ways to help her show more patience.

First, really listen to her tell you about the times when waiting is hard.  Encourage her to think about every time she feels impatient:  waiting to get the car washed, in the grocery store line, at Costco, at school waiting in line for the bathroom, waiting to fall asleep at night, going to the doctor’s office (especially for the sibling not being seen by the doctor).  Now try to help her come up with ways to make the waiting easier; making up a story in her head, singing a favorite song, bringing paper and pencils (or books) on those really boring errands, talking with a friend nearby in line - anything to help her become a "Quiet Waiter."

Prayer for the week

· Pray with your child, and let him hear you say,

"Thank you, God, for showing us that you will always keep your promises to us.  Please help us to be patient with each other, and to be patient when we are waiting for something to happen.  Thank you, God, for giving me such a great child and for helping me to show him how to be patient with his friends and with his family."
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