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Today's Lesson

Bible Heroes:  Noah Trusts God
( Bible Story

"By faith, Noah built a ship in the middle of dry land.  He was warned about something he couldn't see, and acted on what he was told.  The result?  His family was saved.  His act of faith drew a sharp line between the evil of the unbelieving world and the rightness of the believing world.  As a result, Noah became intimate with God."  Hebrews 11:7

It takes a lot of courage, focus and determination to do something as outlandish as build a huge boat on dry land, a long way from any water.  Noah no doubt faced huge ridicule from his neighbors, who probably figured he had flipped his lid.  But God told Noah to build the ark because God saw something unique in Noah:  Noah knew how to trust God.  Noah's willingness to do exactly what God told him to do meant that when the Great Flood came, Noah and his family just rode it out.  As a symbol of how God keeps his promises, he put a rainbow in the sky.

God is unlikely to ask you to build an ark.  But sometimes he does ask us to trust him, even about something that makes us want to pull out our hair.  Trusting him doesn't mean just sitting on the sidelines and waiting for divine intervention – but it does mean having confidence that God is on our side and knows what he's doing.  There will be floods from time to time, but Noah's example shows us that we'll be able to ride them out if we trust God.  When you come through the difficult time and see the rainbow, let it be a reminder of the importance of trusting God in your life.

( Home Links

· What does "trust" mean?
Trusting sounds a lot like "having faith;" in fact, the scripture quoted above is from the famous "Heroes of Faith" passage in the Book of Hebrews.  The Bible defines faith as something believed on, but not seen:  it's the key to a relationship with an unseen God.  In order to build faith in our children, we must do our best to honor the trust they have in things that are seen – like us.  Keeping our promises, only saying exactly what we mean to say, and reinforcing our unconditional love for them are among the best ways to build huge reserves of trust in your kids.  (The bigger the reserve, the more you'll be able to afford the occasional mistake!)  Their trust in you will help them trust in an unseen God, as they grow older and face the occasional flood.

· Noah followed directions.  If only our kids would do the same!
Our kids are smart; there is no doubt about it.  And we want to nurture their intelligence and reasoning ability.  But when we can't answer the "whys?" and the "how comes?" (because life doesn't always afford the time, energy or capability to come up with those answers right away), what we really want are children who will listen (and obey) anyway!

Perhaps you'll be able to use the Noah story at home to point out that Noah's safety depended on his complete obedience.  There are times when you just need their bodies to STOP!, because there's no time to explain what the impact of the approaching bicycle will do to their limbs.  There are times when "No – that movie, TV show, internet site, sleepover, activity – isn’t appropriate for a kid your age" needs to suffice, because a further explanation would expose them to what we're trying to shield them from.  "Trust me on this one" doesn't always work with the kids, but sometimes that's really the answer, just as it was for Noah.

Prayer for the week

· Pray with your child, and let her hear you say,

"Thank you, God, for the story of Noah and teaching us to trust you.  Help us to trust you and trust each other, not only when there is a problem but on a day-to-day basis.  Thank you for the rainbows we see, and let them be a reminder of how you keep your promises and an encouragement for us to do the same.  Amen."
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