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Today's Lesson

We Love our Friends!
( Bible Story
"Jonathan was deeply impressed with David – an immediate bond was forged between them.  He became totally committed to David.  From that point on he would be David's number-one advocate and friend.  Jonathan, out of his deep love for David, made a covenant with him.  He formalized it with solemn gifts:  his own royal robe and weapons – armor, sword, bow, and belt.  Jonathan said, 'Go in peace!  The two of us have vowed friendship in GOD's name, saying, 'GOD will be the bond between me and you, and between my children and your children forever!''"  From I Samuel chapters 18-20
The friendship that existed between Jonathan, son of the incumbent King Saul, and David, anointed to be future King of Israel, is one that models selflessness and loyalty.  If you weed out all of the battles and random slayings, you find a story that has applicability to the lives of children today.  Jonathan REALLY loved David.  Jonathan was the son of the King, and by all rights he should have been the next in line for the throne, but everyone in the land knew that as a child, David had been anointed to be the next King.  Jonathan did not assert himself and have an "all about me" attitude; rather he chose to step back, take the high road, and for the good of all (including the entire nation), befriend David.  Later, after much gore and bloodshed brought about by King Saul's jealousy of David, Jonathan risked his own life to warn David of the imminent danger to David's life.

When loads of people were "against" David, Jonathan chose to stand up for him, and stick by him.  Jonathan made a covenant with David – something akin to a promise, but taken VERY seriously back in the day – that he would be his friend forever.  And he kept his promise.

( Home Links
· Sometimes, our children can choose their friends over themselves.
You certainly don't want to raise a doormat, nor a son who always demands that he get HIS way.  We talked today in class about how Jonathan had the bigger picture in his mind when he decided not to pursue the throne.  He weighed his desires with the good that would follow if he let this one go.  Brainstorm with your son situations where it is hard to give up, especially when he knows he is in the right.  Competitive sports provide fertile ground for these situations:  "Yeah, I know he shoved in front of you to get the basketball, and the coach will talk to him about it, but the fact is that your team scored a basket anyway."  Or for a preschooler, "I saw him walk up and snatch it out of your hand before you were finished with your turn, but instead of screaming and trying to snatch it back, try to find another toy to play with until the two of you can talk about it."

Playing host to a play date is a great opportunity to instill this "think of others first" mentality.  By encouraging proper treatment of a guest (the visiting friend may choose the favorite chair, favorite plate, or which game to play), kids can see the benefits of giving up their desires once in a while:  a fun, stress-free play time with fewer struggles and hurt feelings.  The challenge is to find friends (and parents of friends) who are aiming to instill the same values, so that your child isn't always the one denying himself for his friends.

· Kids can learn to "stand up" for their friends.

What are ways that your daughter can "stand up" for friend?  Get her to talk about the importance of not becoming part of the silent majority if there is a friend in need.  In younger years, this may mean including others who are on the fringe of the group, getting help when someone falls (rather than running off to the sandbox to play), or giving a hug to a friend who is having a tough day.

In older years, standing up for a friend becomes a key positive character trait, as bullying becomes more prevalent.  In the words of Michael Thompson (author of the bestseller, Best Friends Worst Enemies), "Having even one friend who will stick with you and protect you during recess can make all the difference to a childhood."  As always, kids love to hear stories from your childhood (fiction or non-fiction, mind you!).  Tell your daughter a friendship story where you were the main character.

Prayer for the week

· Pray with your child, and let her hear you say,

"Thank you, God, for our friends.  Help us to show our friends how much we love them by standing up for them, and by giving of ourselves.  Let my child see the joy she can bring to herself and others if she thinks of them before herself.  Help us all to remain patient with our friends as they learn to be good friends too.  And thank you for always being a Friend to us, and for standing up for us, and giving of yourself for us.  Amen."
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