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Today's Lesson

Stories of Jesus:
The Importance of Forgiveness 
( Bible Lesson
[Peter asked,] "'Master, how many times do I forgive a brother or sister who hurts me?  Seven?'  Jesus replied, 'Seven!  Hardly.  Try seventy times seven.'"  Matthew 18:21-22
"Be kind and tender to one another.  Forgive each other, just as God forgave you because of what Christ has done."  Ephesians 4:32
Jesus told a story about a powerful man – a king - who decided it was time to settle up the credit accounts he had open with his servants.  One of the servants owed him $100,000, and the king asked for payment in full.  The servant had no way to pay the debt, and in order to collect what he could the king decided to sell the man and his family in the slave market, along with everything they owned.
The man begged for forgiveness.  The king decided to have mercy on the servant, and forgave him the entire debt.

On his way out of the king's room, the forgiven servant came upon another servant, who owed the forgiven servant $10.  Ten dollars.  The forgiven servant demanded payment, and when the second servant said he could not pay and begged for mercy, the forgiven servant refused forgiveness and had the second servant thrown into jail.  Some bystanders saw what happened and reported back to the king.
"The king summoned the man and said, 'You evil servant!  I forgave your entire debt when you begged me for mercy.  Shouldn't you be compelled to be merciful to your fellow servant who asked for mercy?'  The king was furious and put the screws to the man until he paid back his entire debt.  And that's exactly what my Father in heaven is going to do to each one of you who doesn't forgive unconditionally anyone who asks for mercy."  Matthew 18:32-35
Even the most "perfect" among us has needed forgiveness from someone at some point along the way.  To be sure, sometimes that forgiveness has been forthcoming, and sometimes it has not.  We all have come short of God's ideal, as well, and Jesus paid the ultimate price of his life so that we could be at peace with God.  Because of Christ's self-sacrifice, God has forgiven our debts, just as the king did in the story of the unmerciful servant.

Jesus challenges us to forgive for the exact same offense 490 times – in other words, forever.  If we don't, God very well may "put the screws" to us as the irate king did in the final part of the story, until we do forgive those who have hurt us!  Although it's sometimes very, very hard to forgive others, we have the example of Jesus Christ and an unambiguous directive, as followers of Christ, to grant mercy and forgiveness to all who require it of us.  And to do it over and over again.
( Home Links

· Kids aren't exempt!
Kids seem to find it easy to forgive naturally, but it could be that they are really just pros at forgetting, rather than forgiving.  They need to practice some actual forgiveness so that when their memory gets better and they begin to remember the "sins committed against them" longer, they have a formula in place to follow.  What is ALWAYS the most influential parenting tool we have?  Modeling.   Asking your children to forgive you for something (even a small thing) allows them to feel the power of forgiveness and the relief and beauty of a healed relationship.  Use EVERY infraction against them (and we all have some – a raised voice, an impatient response, a distracted moment) to ask for forgiveness.  Literally say out loud, "Will you please forgive me for what I just did?  I am sorry and do not want to treat you that way any longer."  Old-fashioned parenting teaches us that parents are always right and should never humble themselves to their children.  That's baloney sausage!!  Real men DO cry and real parents DO ask even their own children for forgiveness.
· A challenge for grown-ups … 

Are you holding a grudge against someone?  Maybe it's affecting more than just your direct relationship with that person; perhaps even when you're not together or talking to the person who hurt you, you frequently are bothered by what happened.  Maybe that grudge is affecting how you deal with other people, too – you could be "gun-shy" because you've been hurt before.

How about trying the power of forgiveness?  Unless you're on the four-hundred ninety-FIRST time to forgive that person for the same offense, you might consider how you can comply with Jesus' challenge to us.  Remember that you've been forgiven before, and likely will need forgiveness again.  Was what happened really, really bad?  Is the person who did it really an awful, awful person?  Turns out there are no exceptions to the directive:  we must forgive each other, as we've been forgiven by God through the sacrifice of Jesus Christ.  Go ahead, try it!  Although it will seem hard, it definitely will be worth it.  And the person you forgive, having experienced your mercy, may become … somewhat less awful.
Prayer for the week

· Pray with your child, and let him hear you say,

"Thank you, God, for Jesus' story about the king and the servants, and what it teaches us about the importance of forgiveness.  Help me to show mercy to those who hurt me, even when it doesn't seem like they deserve it.  Please remind me to say I'm sorry when I hurt someone else.  Amen."
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