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Weekly Report
February 27, 2005

Today's Lesson

A Journey With Jesus:  Jesus Was a Carpenter
( Bible Story
"He's just a carpenter – Mary's boy.  We've known him since he was a kid."  Mark 6:3

"We don't have a priest who is out of touch with our reality.  He's been through weakness and testing, experienced it all – all but the sin."  Hebrews 4:15

After the amazing events surrounding his birth, Jesus lived a pretty regular life as the son of Joseph and Mary.  Joseph was a carpenter in Nazareth, and Jesus, like most young men of the time, sat at his father's side and learned the same trade.  There is a story in the Bible of a trip to the temple in Jerusalem, when Jesus was about twelve; he wandered off from his parents and was found teaching the elders, who were awestruck at his intellectual maturity.  But mostly he got up in the morning, worked and lived, and went to bed at night like everybody else.  That changed at age 30, when he began his public ministry.

Reflecting on the normalcy of Jesus' life before age 30 can be a huge source of encouragement to his followers.  He lived as a normal guy.  He worked; he probably got stressed out.  Some of his relationships likely were difficult.  He may have gotten annoyed with his parents from time to time.  He certainly faced temptations, as all of us do; the scripture passage from St. Paul's letter to the Hebrews confirms that.  But he lived without ever once running afoul of God's laws.

None of us has a Christmas story surrounding our birth, to be sure; the Archangel Gabriel didn't show up at the maternity ward of the county hospital.  But in our day-to-day lives, we still can draw from Jesus' example and strive to live in a way that is pleasing to God – even when we hit our thumbs with some figurative hammer at our modern-day version of a carpenter's shop.

( Home Links
· "Mommy and Daddy, what is God?  Who was Jesus?"
Many kids are intrigued by stories of God and Jesus, and, at some point, every parent must answer the inevitable questions written above.  You can lay a foundation for faith by helping your child understand that Jesus was a man, a carpenter – with a special mission to teach other men and women a better way of living.  Your child likely will better understand Jesus' status as Son of God (all in good time!) after she learns more about his example as a human being.

Prayer for the week

· Pray with your child, and let him hear you say,

"Thank you, God, for sending Jesus to our world to show us a better way of living.  When we face a frustrating situation at home or at school or at play, help us to remember that Jesus was once a regular kid, too, and had to make choices in his life just like we do.  Please help us make good choices, like Jesus did.  Amen."
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