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Today's Lesson

God's Child is Obedient!
( Bible Story
Joshua and his army obeyed God's instructions to march around the walls of Jericho.  (Joshua 5:13-6:26)

Gold told Joshua to march his army around the city one time for six days straight and on the seventh day to march around seven times in silence.  On the seventh day, after the seventh time around, the soldiers blew trumpets and shouted – and the walls came tumbling down!  Even though no one in the army (including Joshua) could understand the logic behind God's instructions, they all were obedient anyway, and God gave them the city.
While sometimes we don't understand why our parents ask us to do (or not to do) something, kids need to trust their parents and be obedient!

( HomeLinks
Our kids are smart; there is no doubt about it.  And we want to nurture their intelligence and reasoning ability.  But when we can't answer the "whys?" and the "how comes?" (because life doesn't always afford the time, energy or capability to come up with those answers right away), what we really need are children who will listen (and obey) anyway!
· You probably remember a time when it was sometimes difficult for you to obey your parents when you were young.  Tell your child about a time you OBEYED even though it was difficult.

For the very young child, your story could be about "Responsibility":  keeping up with household chores, doing homework before playing, helping with younger siblings.  Stories about safety are especially good because they have a "why?" and a "how come?" attached, and it is easy for a child to understand why a parent wouldn't be able to offer the answers in the middle of a safety issue.

If your child is older, you might include a story about "Choosing Friends Wisely."  You want your child to obey your family rules even when she is with friends.  Tell a story about a time when you had to obey a family rule (such as a curfew, no bad language, respect for others) even when friends were not obeying.

· Ask your child to tell you about a time when he found it hard to obey.

You probably already know when your child has trouble obeying.  Encourage him to talk about it and express feelings of frustration and annoyance.  Your message could be, "It's OK to feel these feelings, but you still must obey."  Find an example when he obeyed and congratulate him on it.

Prayer for the week

· Pray with your child, and let her hear you say,

"Thank you, God, for showing us obedience in the Bible story about Joshua.  Guide me as I help my child understand the importance of being obedient to parents and teachers.  Please give her the strength to obey the first time.  Thank you for blessing our family with such a sweet child."
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