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Today's Lesson

We Love our Families!
( Bible Story
"But Ruth said, 'Where you go, I go; and where you live, I'll live.  Your people are my people, your God is my god; where you die, I'll die, and that's where I'll be buried, so help me God – not even death itself is going to come between us!'  When Naomi saw that Ruth had her heart set on going with her, she gave in."  Ruth 1:14-18

The Old Testament Bible story of the love and loyalty that existed between Naomi (the Hebrew mother-in-law) and Ruth (the Moabite/widowed daughter-in-law) contains one of the most famous declarations of love that is found in the Bible.  Even though the exchange was between a mother-in-law and her daughter-in-law, this reading is sometimes used in wedding ceremonies.  It is a powerful concept – staying stuck like glue to you-oo!

You can read the whole story in the Book of Ruth, but the basic point is that even though Ruth was not from the same culture, and even though the husband who tied her to Naomi had died (as had Naomi's), she determined that she needed Naomi's support as much as Naomi needed hers.  Naomi was the only family she had.

Ruth's example of love for her family is instructive to us and to our children.  Sure, the fascinating details of the tragedies that befell the sons, the hardscrabble existence of the survivors and the fact that Ruth was not a Hebrew all make the story a good read – but the key takeaway is that we should love our families even when things aren't going well.  By the customs of the day, Ruth could have returned to her homeland.  But Naomi had become her family, and Ruth loved Naomi and was loyal to her.

Tying into last week's lesson:  Ruth's actions showed her love – and she helped Naomi and pleased God at the same time.  In return, she was blessed with a new, rich, Prince Charming-kind of husband (another relative of Naomi), and a baby boy.  The baby boy was called Obed; Obed's son was called Jesse; and Jesse's son was King David.  About 28 generations later, in the same family line, another baby boy was born.  His name was Jesus.  Ruth's example of love and loyalty changed the world.

( Home Links
· Our families are our blessings!
Yes, even the little brother who pulls your hair, puts your toothbrush in the toilet and tears up your books, is a blessing!  God placed your child in this great family – rich with personalities, characteristics (and characters), talents and history.  With our families, we can share our hopes, dreams, fears, and funny stories.  Families are the trampolines we are able to bounce on forever!

Help your child list out loud the blessings that come with each family member – maybe you can cover different family members on different nights of the coming week.

· Kids can show loyalty to their family members
Explore with your daughter ways that she can show loyalty to her brother, sister, cousin, aunt, uncle, grandparent or other family member.  For kids, this usually means making something for the family member (my son can create wonders with a roll of tape and a stick – he loves to give these creations to me!).  But encourage her to DO something for someone in her family – maybe a chore that is assigned to a sibling, bringing fresh water to a sick Mom, or sweeping the front porch of Grandmother.

· Parents can show kids what a blessing it is to have a family
If you are one of those rare and lucky families in the Bay Area who have extended family nearby – take your son along when you run an errand for your mother-in-law, or let him help you make the casserole that you are bringing to your sister who has been in bed with the flu.  Modeling appreciation for the blessings of family is the easiest and most lasting way to teach your children the same value.

Prayer for the week

· Pray with your child, and let her hear you say,

"Thank you, God, for our family.  We love and appreciate all of them for their special talents, and the gifts that they bring to our lives.  We are richly blessed to know them.  Please show them a special blessing today, and help us always to follow Ruth's example of loyalty and love."
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