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Today's Lesson

Bible Heroes:
Daniel Keeps the Faith
( Bible Story
"At daybreak the king got up and hurried to the lions' den.  As he approached the den, he called out anxiously, 'Daniel, servant of the living God, has your God, whom you serve so loyally, saved you from the lions?'

'O king, live forever!' said Daniel.  'My God sent his angel, who closed the mouths of the lions so that they would not hurt me.  I've been found innocent before God and also before you, O king.  I've done nothing to harm you.'

When the king heard these words, he was happy.  He ordered Daniel taken up out of the den.  When he was hauled up, there wasn't a scratch on him.  He had trusted his God."  Daniel 6:19-23

About 600 B.C., the king of Babylon (modern-day Iraq) invaded the land of Judah and, as was the custom, took away captives from Judah to serve the king in Babylon.  Daniel, along with his companions Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah (often known by their Babylonian names, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego), were among those taken away into Babylonian captivity.  Their story has many parallels to the story of Joseph we covered a few sessions ago:  they were smart Hebrew captives who rose to great political power in their land of exile.(  Daniel, in fact, having established a reputation as an interpreter of dreams for the kings, rose to become one of the top three governors in Babylon.
The jealous locals didn't much like Daniel, however, especially when the king decided to put him in charge of the entire kingdom.  They tried to find some "dirt" on him, but couldn't – so they decided they'd trip him up by making his faith in the God of Abraham illegal.  They knew Daniel prayed three times daily, because he did it in the front of his house with the windows open.  So they convinced the King to sign a decree that for a month, it would be unlawful for anyone to worship any god other than the Babylonian gods.  The penalty for disobeying the decree would be dismemberment and death in a den of lions.  Daniel heard about the decree, but his faith required him to pray the way he did, and so on the first day the decree was in force he did what he had done everyday for many years:  he prayed to God.
Daniel's adversaries rushed off to tell the king that his man Daniel had disobeyed the decree.  The king, in anguish, realized what the tricksters had done, but as the king of the Persians he was honor-bound to enforce the law.  So Daniel was thrown into a den of lions, and the door was sealed behind him.  The king passed a sleepless night, before rushing back to the lions' den to see what had become of Daniel.  The exchange between Daniel and the king, recorded in Daniel chapter 6, is quoted above.  Daniel's faith not only saved him, but also caused the king to issue another decree, that Daniel's God be "worshiped and feared in all parts of my kingdom."
( Home Links

· Prayerfulness, circa 2005
Most of us count ourselves observant if we are able to corral the kids before one meal to say a quick prayer of thanks before digging in.  (In our home, we try for something a little more meaningful than "God's neat, let's eat," or "Father, Son, Holy Ghost – whoever eats the fastest gets the most.")  Before meals and before bedtime often are the only times our busy children see their busy parents showing prayerfulness.  But establishing a pattern of prayer in our homes will give our children some useful options when they run into difficult situations.  Rather than trying to "fix" something themselves, or expecting you to fix it – perhaps spending a moment in prayer about it first will offer the peaceful calm that they need to move on.  Problems get pretty big for kids as they get older, and the fix is not always obvious, even to the most watchful, striving parent.  Prayer can give us the space we need to find direction.  This week, monitor your natural reaction to jump in with the "fix" for some situation your child finds herself in, and take a moment to softly utter some words to God so that your daughter can hear:  "God, please comfort us right now."
· The pressure is mounting!
Not many of us are immune to peer pressure:  the urge to blend, go with the flow, act like the Romans when in Rome – is very strong.  Usually, at our kids' ages, peer pressure is relatively benign (maybe you've heard about pressure to change one's official favorite color from green to blue, or vice versa?).  But at some point, maybe not too far down the road for some of our kids, there may be some pressure that is not quite so harmless, with pretty meaningful (usually negative, and sometimes even dangerous) consequences.  How do we help our kids withstand peer pressure?  One way is to encourage your child to "feel" his choices.  When you hear him going along with another, perhaps especially persuasive, child, step in and ask your son, out loud, "Are you sure you want to be R2-D2?  Because I know Luke Skywalker is your favorite."  Remind him that HIS opinion is just as valid as the next kid's.  Building this kind of self-confidence will give him a tool to make the right choice when faced with peer pressure.  If you are the parent of the "especially persuasive" child, you might step in and say "You know, I have noticed that you are the only one making decisions here; let's give your friend a moment to decide what he would like to do."  Teaching your natural-born leader to listen to others will pay dividends down the road, and may keep him out of some trouble, too!
Prayer for the week

· Pray with your child, and let her hear you say,

"Thank you, God, for Daniel's example of prayer and faithfulness.  It's good to know we can talk to you about anything and everything, anywhere and everywhere!  Thanks for being our friend.  When we feel torn between choices, remind us that you're standing by to offer guidance.  Amen."






(	You can read about Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego and their dedication to God – notwithstanding being thrown into a "fiery furnace" – in Daniel chapter 3.  It's a great story about standing up (literally) for what you believe.
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