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Today's Lesson

Stories of Jesus:  Keep Knocking!
( Bible Lesson
"Here's what I'm saying:  Ask and you'll get; seek and you'll find; knock and the door will open.  Don't bargain with God.  Be direct.  Ask for what you need.  This is not a cat-and-mouse, hide-and-seek game we're in."  Luke 11:9-10

"This is your Father you are dealing with, and he knows better than you what you need.  With a God like this loving you, you can pray very simply."  Matthew 6:8-9

Today we begin a new lesson series at PS2:  Stories of Jesus.  In this series, slated to run through the end of the spring, we will focus on the parables, or moral stories, that Jesus used to teach His listeners about the new way of living – internally, with God and with others – that He represented.
The parable that your children learned about in Together Time today will be familiar to many of them, as it was the basis for a lesson last winter ("Our Actions Show Our Love," February 6, 2005).  You may remember the story, too – a man has unexpected guests late at night, and goes to his friend's house to get some food for his visitors.  The friend and his family already are in bed, but after persistent knocking, the friend gets up to give the man what he needs.

This year, instead of drawing from the story a lesson about friends being kind to each other even when it's difficult, we focused on the broader theme of the parable:  the importance and efficacy of prayer.  We can and should ask God for what we need, because he wants to give it to us!  In Luke chapter 11, Jesus pointed out that just as we parents won't cheat our children by giving stones when they ask for bread, our heavenly Father won't cheat us out of what we need, either.
Sometimes, of course, it seems that our prayers are unanswered.  Many may believe that prayers are unanswered because they're unheard – that there is no one "up there" paying attention to us.  But Jesus challenges us to keep knocking!  When God answers our prayers, we will get what we need – and at the same time our faith will grow.
You don't have to be a seminary graduate to "know how" to pray.  God knows what we need!  Jesus taught us to pray simply, and gave us the beautiful and familiar example that we learned as young children, and that we recited in Together Time today:
Our Father who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy Kingdom come.  Thy will be done on earth, as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the Kingdom, and the power and the glory for ever.  Amen.

( Home Links

· Now I Lay Me …
"Now I lay me / down to sleep / I pray the Lord / my soul to keep / If I should wake / or stir at night / I pray the Lord / would hold me tight."

If Jesus told us that adults' prayers don't need to be very fancy, it certainly must be the case that children's prayers can be straightforward, too!  When we incorporate into our children's every-day lives even simple prayers – "grace" before a meal at the family table, a bedtime prayer such as the one quoted above or an ad hoc prayer ("Jesus, please help Tommy's head to feel better"), we are establishing a framework for our children to learn to pray, and to learn to depend on prayer.
· The Lord's Prayer 

The basic liturgy of nearly every Christian denomination includes a recital of the Lord's Prayer.  Almost all of us can say it by heart, and it really is quite simple, as Jesus averred.  But how long has it been since you've really thought through what you're praying when you say it?  Do you think about the statement of faith you're making, or the praise you're expressing, when you recite the first phrase?  Do you ponder what it means to pray for the Father's Kingdom to be established in your life and in the world, or, when you say "thy will be done," do you consider your submission to His authority in your life?  When you ask for forgiveness of your debts (trespasses, or sins), do you really mean it?  Even though it's just a 30-second part of the mass or service, be sure to take time to think about what you're saying the next time you recite the Lord's Prayer.
Prayer for the week

· Pray with your child, and let her hear you say,

"Thank you, God, for Jesus' story about the friend who answered his door when his neighbor kept knocking.  Thank you for assuring us that you hear our prayers, too, and for the reminder that we can knock on your door whenever we want to or need to.  Amen."
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