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Today's Lesson

Stories of Jesus:
The Creditor and Two Debtors
( Bible Lesson
"'Two men were in debt to a banker.  One owed five hundred silver pieces, the other fifty.  Neither of them could pay up, and so the banker canceled both debts.  Which of the two would be more grateful?'  Simon answered, 'I suppose the one who was forgiven the most.'  'That's right,' said Jesus."  Luke 7:41-43
Jesus visited the home of a religious leader named Simon for a meal and conversation.  As he made himself comfortable at Simon's home, a woman of questionable background entered the home, poured perfume on the feet of Jesus, and washed his feet with her hair, weeping all the while.  The onlookers were aghast, and Simon said to himself, "If this man was the prophet I thought he was, he would have known what kind of woman this is who is falling all over him."

Jesus, of course, knew the woman's reputation, and sensed the aura of judgment in the room.  He told the story quoted above, then, turning to the woman but speaking to Simon, he said,
"'Do you see this woman?  I came to your home; you provided no water for my feet, but she rained tears on my feet and dried them with her hair.  You gave me no greeting, but from the time I arrived she hasn't quit kissing my feet.  You provided nothing for freshening up, but she has soothed my feet with perfume.  Impressive, isn't it?  She was forgiven many, many sins, and so she is very, very grateful.  If the forgiveness is minimal, the gratitude is minimal.'" 

"Then he spoke to her:  "I forgive your sins."

Over the past few weeks, during Together Time, the children have learned the stories of the Lost Sheep, the Lost Son, and the Workers in the Vineyard.  In each story, the key lesson that Jesus is teaching is that he welcomes us into his kingdom whenever we are ready to join, and disregards the various reasons why we may not have joined earlier.  In today's lesson, we learn a simple corollary:  we have a choice of how to respond to the welcome that we receive, and Jesus responds favorably when we show gratitude for God's mercy.
( Home Links

· Forgiveness?  For what?
The man named Simon in today's story was a Pharisee.  Pharisees were a religious sect who prided themselves on obeying the letter of the Mosaic Law.  The lesson Jesus taught at his house perhaps had little resonance for Simon; maybe in his mind, he had done nothing for which he should ask forgiveness.  Perhaps he believed he had done nothing wrong:  nothing done wrong = no need for forgiveness = no need to show gratitude.  In point of fact, like most of us, he likely had any number of infractions for which he might have asked for forgiveness of God or of others.  And instead of beating himself up for any missteps in his attempts to follow the letter of the law, he could have lived a life of inner peace and joy – knowing that forgiveness is available for the asking.

The reasons are many and complicated why we refuse to ask for forgiveness, when we know deep inside that we need to do just that.  We can kid ourselves that whatever happened wasn't that big of a deal, or was so long ago that it doesn't matter in any case.  In fact, the aggrieved party may have forgotten the issue long ago, but as long as we still remember it, we should clean the slate.  We can free ourselves of lots of "baggage," and begin to mend important relationships, by asking for forgiveness of God and of others.
· Giving the gift of happiness
We all have heard stories of the prisoner who has had a conversion and a change of heart, or the reformed drug addict.  They joyfully live out the rest of their lives, feeling brand new and as if they have been handed a new lease on life.  They ignore all of the Simon-type naysayers around them.  Having been forgiven of so much, they have much reason to show gratitude, and that "attitude of gratitude" leads to a happier life.

The woman who washed the feet of Jesus in today's story had done plenty for which she required forgiveness; her ministrations to Jesus could be viewed as an act of contrition.  When Jesus forgave her of her sins, it's likely she was ecstatic.  Jesus gave her the gift of happiness by granting her forgiveness.  Are you withholding forgiveness from someone who has wronged you, in particular someone who has asked for forgiveness?  If so, you may be denying that person the gift of true happiness.  Let's be generous with forgiveness!  It can make an importance difference in someone's life.
Prayer for the week

· Pray with your child, and let her hear you say,

"Thank you, God, for all that you have given us.  Thank you for our family, our grandparents, our teachers and school, our home, the food we eat and our city and country.  Guide us to live lives of gratitude, and help us remember to say 'thank you' to each other and to the people that help us every day.  In Jesus' name we pray, Amen."
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