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Today's Lesson

Bible Heroes:
Jonah Learns the Hard Way
( Bible Story
"They took Jonah and threw him overboard.  Immediately the sea was quieted down.  The sailors were impressed, no longer terrified by the sea, but in awe of GOD.  They worshiped GOD, offered a sacrifice, and made vows.  Then GOD assigned a huge fish to swallow Jonah.  Jonah was in the fish's belly three days and nights."  Jonah 1:15-17
God told the prophet Jonah to go to Nineveh to urge the people there to turn to God.  Nineveh (near Mosul, in Iraq) was a huge and busy city, and Jonah had no desire to accept God's mission and go there.  But for some reason, although not headed to Nineveh, he left his home and traveled anyway (why didn't he just stay home?).  He got on a ship, but the scripture records that God caused a huge storm to arise, and the ship was in danger of capsizing.  Ultimately Jonah confessed to the sailors that he probably was the cause of the storm, and told them to throw him over and the storm would stop.  After a fair bit of hesitation, they threw Jonah overboard, and the storm dissipated. 
What of the man overboard?  The scripture says that God "assigned" a huge fish to swallow Jonah.  There are various theories on how Jonah stayed alive while on his live submarine, but however it happened, we do know that Jonah had a serious talk with God in which he promised to obey God.  Sometime on Jonah's third day in his tight and smelly quarters, God caused the fish to get a stomach ache, and the fish deposited Jonah up onto the beach.  Once again, God told him to go to Nineveh.  This time, he went straight there and was very effective in convincing the people of the city to change their ways.
Jonah learned a couple of valuable lessons through this experience.  He learned that in his unique relationship with God (as a prophet), he couldn't pick and choose which missions to accept – without paying the consequences.  But he also learned that God is willing to forgive, even when we do something completely different to what we're supposed to be doing.

( Home Links

· Logical consequences vs. punishment
Today's Bible story makes one wonder whether the logical consequences vs. punishment debate really started way back when, with God's relationship with the wayward Jonah.  We're blessed to be parents, but sometimes our little Jonahs will look us in the eye and do exactly the opposite of what we ask them to do.  How do we respond?  Punishment leads to emotional (or, for many of us as children, physical) pain, but it's not clear what is accomplished in the longer term.  (If God had killed Jonah for disobedience, would Nineveh have been spared?)  Using the principles of logical consequences, on the other hand, allows the child to feel responsibility for her actions and to think them over.  Of course, punishment is so much easier!  One kind of punishment can fit a multitude of crimes and misdemeanors, but logical consequences must be individually tailored to the specific infraction.  If successful, employing a logical consequences approach to discipline will teach the lesson by allowing the child to feel the weight of his actions, rather than the pain of them.  Admittedly, relevant consequences are hard to come up with in the heat of the moment (with a nursing baby in one arm, boiling water on the stove, a phone ringing off the hook and older children squabbling!), but in our experience it's worth giving it a try!  God sure got better results with Jonah than would have been the case if God had just swatted him down.
· Forgiveness feels so good!
One of the hardest things about parenting is knowing how to balance being the "loving/there-for-you" type of parent with the necessary "teacher of life" role that we also must fill as well.  Those of us who would self-identify as "emotional" might find this task especially hard.  When things go awry (and of course they will), the parent side might feel justified in letting our tempers flare and reacting emotionally.  But putting on our teacher hats during these times might be more useful.  When our children are ready to "change their ways" after they have "thought about it for a while" – let the emotions drain away and hand them forgiveness immediately.
Prayer for the week

· Pray with your child, and let her hear you say,

"Thank you, God, for the story of Jonah.  When we make mistakes, help us to learn from our mistakes quickly.  Thank you giving us as many chances as we need.  Amen."
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Have a great summer!
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