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Today's Lesson

We Love God!
( Bible Story
"Do you see this woman?  I came to your home; you provided no water for my feet, but she rained tears on my feet and dried them with her hair.  You gave me no greeting, but from the time I arrived she hasn't quit kissing my feet.  You provided nothing for freshening up, but she has soothed my feet with perfume.  Impressive, isn't it?  She was forgiven [much], and so she is very, very grateful.  If the forgiveness is minimal, the gratitude is minimal."  Luke 7:36-50

The Bible story of the woman who washed the feet of Jesus profiles someone who not only loved Jesus, but also showed it by the way she acted.  The woman had a poor reputation in the town, and no doubt took some considerable risk in entering the house of Jesus' host and making such a public display of her devotion.  But, ignoring the risk, she brought her best to Jesus – a bottle of expensive perfume – to show him how much she loved him.  Jesus responded with gratitude, and helped rehabilitate the woman's reputation in the process.

God doesn't require of us that we show our love by offering something expensive or rare, or by taking great risks.  But the Bible does encourage us to give something of ourselves and to give out of our resources to others – and always to give our best.  In doing so, we show our love not only to the recipients of our giving, but also to God.

( Home Links
· Kids can offer their best!
The scripture encourages us to take on life "with all of our might."  This means, to your child, that he should put his best foot forward when playing sports, doing schoolwork or chores around the house – or just living.  When we do our best, we show Jesus that we are honoring him.  Plus, we honor our coaches, teachers and parents at the same time!  Encourage your son to approach every task as if he is doing it to honor God.

· The perfume ceremony was an act of kindness – toward another person, and therefore toward God.
In class, we highlighted the kindness the woman showed to Jesus.  Using that as an idea springboard, we thought about acts of kindness that we can perform for our friends, teachers, siblings, parents and neighbors.  No doubt you have some ideas for showing kindness, too.  This week, perhaps you could help your daughter put some of those ideas into action.

Prayer for the week

· Pray with your child, and let her hear you say,

"Thank you, God, for teaching us about the woman who showed such kindness to Jesus, and gave her best perfume to him.  Help us be kind to others, and to give our best at what we do.  By our words and actions, help our lives smell like perfume to others.  Thank you for loving us, and for showing us how to love you."
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