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Today's Lesson

Bible Heroes:
Gideon Rises to the Challenge
( Bible Story
"But GOD faced him directly:  'Go in this strength that is yours.  Save Israel from Midian.  Haven't I just sent you?'  Gideon said to him, 'Me, my master?  How and with what could I ever save Israel?  Look at me.  My clan's the weakest in Manasseh and I'm the runt of the litter.'  GOD said to him, 'I'll be with you.  Believe me, you'll defeat Midian as one man."  Judges 6:14-16

"Midian's tyranny was broken by the Israelites; nothing more was heard from them.  The land was quiet for forty years in Gideon's time."  Judges 8:28
Boy, could those Israelites get themselves in trouble back in Bible days!  Part of the problem was that their numbers grew so large (remember the promises God made to Abraham and Isaac about their people numbering as many as the sand on the beach?), and at that time they didn't have a natural homeland.  Instead, they settled among regional "incumbents," and ended up fighting with them over the territory.  Sometimes they won, and sometimes they lost.

When Gideon came along, some time after the Exodus, the Israelites were living in subjection to the Midianites, another regional tribe also descended from Abraham (one of his many sons was called Midian, which means "strife").  It was pretty bad for the Israelites; no sooner did they have their crop planted and sprouting than the Midianites would come along and tear up their fields.  The Israelites ended up living in caves and spent most of their time hiding from their overlords.  No doubt they dreamed of freedom, but it all looked too hard.

But God had another plan, and decided to use Gideon to achieve it.  Gideon was not the most likely choice:  he was from a small clan of one of the lesser tribes of Israel, Manasseh, and in his own words cited above he was a "runt."  Even though he received a direct order from God's emissary, he still questioned whether he was the one to lead the campaign against the Midianites, so he asked for divine confirmation.  One time, he put a piece of fleece on the ground at night and asked that if he really was to lead the charge, the fleece would be wet with dew in the morning, but the ground dry.  So it was.  But he still was unsure, so he reversed it:  he wanted the fleece to be dry, but the ground wet with dew.  That happened, too.  So Gideon knew that he had to take on this awesome challenge.

Once again the whole story (Judges 6-8) is riveting reading, but the bottom line is that our unlikely hero, having accepted the challenge from God, did defeat the Midianites – using lamps, pitchers and trumpets to confuse the enemy – and introduced a period of peace in Israel that lasted for a long while.

( Home Links

· Rising to the challenge of . . . a piano recital.
This afternoon a few of our PS2 students will perform at a piano recital at their school.  The chapel at the school will be packed with parents and friends of the many performers, and the setting is quite impressive (and with all the religious statuary, perhaps a bit scary for first-graders!).  The girls have practiced their pieces, though, and if today's recital is anything like their last one, they'll acquit themselves just fine.  Even for grown-ups, performing in front of a big audience can be nerve-wracking – but the payoff of accepting the challenge is substantial in terms of emotional satisfaction and honing one's skills.  The fact is that our kids are rising to challenges in their lives all the time, sometimes without even realizing it (maybe volunteering to be a relief pitcher in what looks like a no-win situation at a tight baseball game?).  Some are important, some are quotidian – but your child is learning valuable lessons about life and gaining confidence every time she steps up to the figurative (or literal!) plate.  The next time she rises to a challenge, point it out and tell her she reminds you of Gideon!
· Should I go for it, or get out of Dodge?
Some situations we face are challenging and downright confusing.  Our role in a situation might be so unlikely that it just doesn't seem possible that we are where we're supposed to be.  You may be right, in which case you should get out of Dodge!  But you just might have a gnawing feeling in your gut that you might be misreading the situation, and perhaps you are where you're supposed to be.  What the story of Gideon shows us is that it was God's strength that saved the day, not Gideon's - in fact, he was a little weakling!  One thing we are trying to accomplish at PS2 is passing on to kids a solid understanding of God's presence in our lives - even the little details.  This takes faith (don't we know it!).  Look around for a "fleece" – shorthand from the story of Gideon for some external sign that you're on the right track.  Have faith that HE will guide you.  Like Gideon, you might also try talking to God!  You may be surprised by the outcome; his answer could be a sense of peace about a particular direction, an obvious solution that had escaped you before, or maybe a series of events (unfortunate or otherwise) that shows you the best path.  When you do feel the green light or clarity of action, it will be rewarding to watch your modern-day Midianites scatter.
Prayer for the week

· Pray with your child, and let him hear you say,

"Thank you, God, for Gideon's example of being brave even in a very difficult situation.  Help my son to trust us and his teachers, but most of all himself, when we challenge him to achieve something that looks difficult.  And help us to remember that YOU are on our side, too.  Amen."
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