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Today's Lesson

God's Child is Thankful!
( Bible Story
"One of them, when he realized that he was healed, turned around and came back, shouting his gratitude, glorifying God.  He kneeled at Jesus' feet, so grateful.  He couldn't thank him enough."  (Luke 17:12-19)
In Bible times, leprosy was a dreaded disease, because it not only severely disabled the person suffering from leprosy, but it also was thought to be highly contagious.  Therefore, if a person contracted leprosy, he was considered an outcast and was forced to live outside the city walls.  He had to warn others of his presence if they approached.  Slowly, over time, his whole body literally fell apart.  This person was never able to live normally or be with his family again.

Often lepers lived in colonies; groups of lepers stayed in the same spot outside the cities, so that they would not be so lonely.  One day, Jesus was passing through an area where lepers lived, and they heard he was coming.  They called out to him from a safe distance, and asked him if he would heal them.  He answered yes, and immediately they were healed.  They were so excited and relieved that they immediately ran into the city to show their friends and family that Jesus had healed them.  In their excitement, all of the lepers, except one, completely forgot to thank Jesus for his act of kindness.  One leper returned from the city to say a special thank you.  Although Jesus understood the excitement of the people who had been healed and was himself excited for them, he especially appreciated the one who returned to say "thank you."

( Home Links
· Manners count!  Do you model thankfulness in front of your child?  Exaggerate a few displays of thankfulness in front of her this week.
We are all very quick to ask our child, "What do you say?" after someone does something kind for her, or "Did you use your manners?" after a play date.  But sometimes we forget to show thankfulness when we are apart from our kids, or when the act of kindness has been shown to us and not to them.  It takes time and thoughtfulness to remember to be grateful for even the little things in our daily lives; how about thanking grocers, people who hold the door for us, teachers, childcare providers or the barista at Starbucks?  Similarly, we should not forget to thank God for His providence in our lives, either.

· Kids can be thankful for lots of things and people.
Beyond reminding your child to say the words "thank you," there are many other ways to encourage our children to have an attitude of thankfulness and gratitude.  Helping them make cards for people in their lives, talking about feelings of thankfulness, imagining life without one of their favorite things or people – these all are good ways to instill the FEELING of appreciation in the hearts of kids.  Giving gifts to show gratitude is another good tool to teach thankfulness; both the recipient and the giver get something out of that, especially if the gift involves a personal effort on the part of the giver.  Maybe you can make a batch of cookies with your son to give to the neighbor who watched him while you had to run to the bank!

Prayer for the week

· Pray with your child, and let him hear you say,

"Thank you, God, for all that you have given us.  Thank you for our family, our grandparents, our teachers and school, our home, the food we eat and our city and country.  Guide us to live lives of gratitude, and help us remember to say 'thank you' to each other and to the people that help us every day."
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