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Today's Lesson

A Journey With Jesus:  Jesus is a Miracle-Worker
( Bible Story
"'Teacher, we want to see your credentials.  Give us some hard evidence that God is in this.  How about a miracle?'"  Matthew 12:38

Jesus and his teachings intrigued religious scholars and others in his community; after all, it was pretty unusual for a country carpenter to be so learned and insightful.  But some of his listeners wanted proof of his assertion that he was Messiah; the challengers quoted above figured if Jesus could perform a miracle, then perhaps there was some substance to his claim of divinity.  Jesus actually turned them down, and told them they were looking for the wrong kind of proof.

But he did perform many miracles, and – in the natural way people's minds work – the miracles did help show his divinity.  But he performed miracles for another reason, as well:  to positively affect people's lives.

Last year we shared the story of Jesus feeding 5,000 people from a little boy's sack lunch of 5 loaves of bread and two small fish; it's recorded at Matthew 14:13-21.  It was suppertime, and there was no food to feed the crowd; Jesus showed that he cares about our day-to-day lives.

Or take the water-into-wine incident, recorded at John 2:1-11:  Jesus wanted the hosts of the wedding to have a successful event, and for the guests to have something to drink.  The wine he made was better than the wine that the caterers had brought in!  Jesus showed through this miracle that he cares about even the small details.

Jesus also appreciates displays of faith:  when we are dependent on him for an outcome, Jesus loves nothing better than to "wow!" us.  Look up Mark 2:1-12 when you have a free minute:  the disabled man whose friends lowered him through the roof of the building where Jesus was teaching was truly "wowed" when Jesus stopped his lesson and both forgave the man's sins and healed him.  Jesus cares about making our lives better.

And he's got it all in control; if there is a storm in your life, he can calm it, just as he did with an actual physical storm (Mark 4:35-41).

( Home Links
· What is a miracle?
Our minds immediately jump to the supernatural when we think of miracles.  But the "small" miracles are the ones that keep us going:  the near-misses in the car; the first parking spot in a crowded lot; making it to school on time even after over-sleeping the alarm.  The next time something potentially bad turns out better than expected, tell your child about the miracle!

· What are you hoping for?

Whether it's a situation in your day-to-day life (looking for a trustworthy sitter?), a small detail (a stronger relationship with a colleague?) or a marked improvement (getting rid of migraines?  winning the lottery?), Jesus cares.  If there is a situation you are hoping to improve and it is appropriate to share it with your child, do so and encourage him to hope, pray and believe with you for a miracle (a good outcome).  Remember – Jesus has it all in control.

Prayer for the week

· Pray with your child, and let her hear you say,

"Thank you, God, for the miracles Jesus performed to show us how much he cares for us.  Help us to be on the lookout for big and small miracles in our lives, and to hope and believe for good outcomes when we face difficult situations.  Amen."
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