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PRESIDIO
Sunday School

Weekly Report - February 13, 2005
Friendship Sunday!

Thanks for joining us for our first-ever Friendship Sunday!  We've been exploring all kinds of love in our sessions since the beginning of the year.  In case your child missed one or more of the sessions, this Weekly Report contains the key points from the lesson series.  The full set of Weekly Reports (with some suggested conversation starters and a topical prayer) is available on the website.  Thanks for letting us share Friendship Sunday with your child!

· God loves YOU!

( Bible Story:
The Parable of the one lost sheep, and the Shepherd who loved him enough to find him (Luke 15:3-7).

Jesus was demonstrating to his listeners how much he loved people INDIVIDUALLY.  He referred to himself many times in Scripture as the "good shepherd" and to his followers as his "sheep."  In fact, in one sermon he stated that a good shepherd would give his life for his sheep.  The parable of the one lost sheep demonstrates that God loves each one of us and will go to great extremes to care for us – even when we have wandered off.  In class, we talked about ways that a shepherd cares for his sheep and ways that God cares for us (examples:  giving us great parents, food to eat, a warm house to live in and a comfy bed to sleep in).

· We love God

( Bible Story:
Mary honors Jesus by washing his feet in perfume (Luke 7:36-50).

The Bible story of the woman who washed the feet of Jesus profiles someone who not only loved Jesus, but also showed it by the way she acted.  The woman had a poor reputation in the town, and no doubt took some considerable risk in entering the house of Jesus' host and making such a public display of her devotion.  But, ignoring the risk, she brought her best to Jesus – a bottle of expensive perfume – to show him how much she loved him.  Jesus responded with gratitude, and helped rehabilitate the woman's reputation in the process.  God doesn't require of us that we show our love by offering something expensive or rare, or by taking great risks.  But the Bible does encourage us to give something of ourselves and to give out of our resources to others – and always to give our best.  In doing so, we show our love not only to the recipients of our giving, but also to God.

· We love our families

( Bible Story:
Ruth loved her mother-in-law Naomi (Ruth chapter 1).

Ruth's example of love for her family is instructive to us and to our children.  Sure, the fascinating details of the tragedies that befell the sons, the hardscrabble existence of the survivors and the fact that Ruth was not a Hebrew all make the story a good read – but the key takeaway is that we should love our families even when things aren't going well.  By the customs of the day, Ruth could have returned to her homeland.  But Naomi had become her family, and Ruth loved Naomi and was loyal to her.  About 28 generations later, a great-great-great (etc.) grandson was born to Ruth; his name was Jesus.  Ruth's example of love and loyalty changed the world.

· We love our friends, and our actions show our love

( Bible Stories:
The amazing friendship between Jonathan and David (1 Samuel chapters 18-20); the parable about two friends in the night, and the strength of true friendship (Luke 11:5-8, Proverbs 18:24); the power of real forgiveness (Micah 7:19, Matthew 18:21-22).

The Old Testament Bible story of the friendship that existed between Jonathan, son of the current King Saul, and David, anointed to be future King of Israel, is one that shows amazing selflessness and loyalty.  Jonathan had made a "covenant" with David – a very serious promise – that he would be his friend, and through thick and thin, and in spite of the very real danger of incurring the wrath of his father, the King, Jonathan stood by David.

We also learned about how true friends help and share with each other – even when it's hard or inconvenient, as was the case with the friend who got up in the middle of the night to help his friend.  We learned that when they're hurt, true friends forgive, forget, and move on, just as God throws our mistakes into his "sea of forgetfulness."
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