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Today’s Lesson

I Am God’s Child!
( Bible Story
The Disciples asked Jesus, "Who gets the highest rank in Heaven?"  (Matthew 18:1)

After calling a child out of the crowd, Jesus responded to his disciples and the other listeners:  "Whoever becomes simple and elemental again, like this child, will rank high in God’s Kingdom" (Message Bible).

God likes children just the way they are.  In fact, only by encountering our less-than-perfect world (as we grow up), do children develop traits that can put stress on their relationship with God.  Jesus showed his love for children by encouraging adults to become child-like again!  As our class studies the key characteristics of God’s children, we’ll actually be encouraging your children to retain their "child-likeness" as they grow up, not imploring them to change.

( HomeLinks
· Talk to your child about some of her qualities that you especially like.

More than just empty praise, kids love to hear what makes them special, specifically.  Complimenting them after an especially positive action is a great way to encourage repeat behavior.  Sometimes bringing up that positive action later in the day or week can make your child feel that you are paying close attention to her and will help her feel treasured.  You might say to your budding engineer, "You really seem to enjoy putting together intricate creations.  I think you might have a special gift for building and understanding the way things fit together.  Some people feel like they have only thumbs when they try, but you seem to approach it with natural ease."  Or to your tender caregiver:  "You know, you have a special way with babies that is so fun to watch.  Have you ever noticed how they always seem to light up when you play with them?  Parents of little ones really seem to enjoy having you around."

· Name some attributes that you like about yourself.

· Ask your child, "What’s your favorite thing about you?"

At PS2, we will strive to help children identify what makes them special, and help them understand that God likes that same "specialness."  Encouraging them to identify their special qualities will boost their self-confidence, and stimulate a desire to discover more good things about themselves.

My daughter Emma modeled this for me this past summer through her interaction with another child.  We have some family friends who have a 6-year-old boy who happens to be a math genius.  (I do not exaggerate – he is in 1st grade, but can easily do 7th grade math.)  While at his house, we heard him beg his father for a math problem.  After his dad first extracted a promise to eat dinner, he gave the boy the problem, "What is 3 to the 4th power?"  The boy wandered off and came back five minutes later with the correct answer:  81.  We tried to pick our chins up off our laps without embarrassing the boy or our own children.

Later, in the car, Emma asked me if she was supposed to know that kind of math.  I explained that this boy had a particular gift, and no, she was only supposed to know what her Kindergarten teacher had taught her.  The next time we saw the family, we were in a restaurant and the kids colored while we waited for our food.  Emma got a chance to see the fine-motor skills of the boy-genius.  Suffice it to say that his art skills didn't match his math skills; Emma, on the other hand, is a talented artist for a girl of her age.  When the boy tried to get the waiter to guess what his drawing was – with no luck – he became discouraged.  I overheard Emma tell him, "You see, your talent is math, and my talent is art."  You have to know how proud I was that Emma could identify that something special about herself (and reinforce the boy's gift at the same time!).

Prayer for the week

· Pray with your child, and let him hear you say,

"Thank you, God, for embracing us as your children and for loving us just as we are.  Thank you for blessing my life with [child's name] and all of his special gifts.  The wonderfulness that he brings to my life is HUGE!  This week, help us to value each other’s special qualities in the same way you value us."
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