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Today's Lesson

Bible Heroes:
Rahab helps friends in need
( Bible Story
"'Shout! - GOD has given you the city!  The city and everything in it is under a holy curse and offered up to GOD.  Except for Rahab . . . she is to live, she and everyone in her house with her, because she hid the agents we sent.'"  Joshua 6:16-17

"Wasn't [Rahab's] action in hiding God's spies and helping them escape – that seamless unity of believing and doing – what counted with God?"  James 2:25

"By an act of faith, Rahab, the Jericho harlot, welcomed the spies and escaped the destruction that came on those who refused to trust God."  Hebrews 11:31

Finally!  The people of Israel were ready to enter the Promised Land.  Having wandered in the desert for forty years, they were very anxious to live in the land that God had promised to them.  Not surprisingly, the current inhabitants were not too keen to be kicked out of their homes.  Joshua, who had taken over leadership of the Israelites from Moses, sent two spies to Jericho to find out what the Israelites would be up against as they made their move.

The spies entered Jericho and found a place to stay at a boarding house run by a woman named Rahab.  Before too long, the king of Jericho heard that the spies were in town, and staying at Rahab's place.  He sent word to Rahab to turn over the men, but she lied and said that they already had left her home.  (In fact, she had hidden them on the roof, under flax that was stored there.)  When the king's men left, she went upstairs and told them what she had done for them.  She also gave them the inside scoop on the mood in the city – the current vibe was that people were afraid of the Israelites, because they had heard of the miraculous crossing of the Red Sea and their military victories.  Plus, they knew that the God of the Israelites had promised them the land the residents of Jericho currently inhabited.  In exchange for her help, Rahab asked for mercy for herself and her family when the Israelites took Jericho.  The spies promised that if she hung a red cord outside her window, they would come and rescue her and everyone in her house before the city fell to the Israelites.  Rahab helped lower them over the city walls, and then hung the red cord out of her window.

Rahab risked her life, and certainly inconvenienced herself, to help Joshua's spies.  She hid them in her house and then helped lower them over the city wall.  In turn, on the seventh day of Joshua's famous battle (when "the walls came a-tumblin' down"), Joshua made sure that Rahab and her family were saved.  Eventually, Rahab married an Israelite named Salmon, who some scholars believe may have been one of the two spies.  Salmon and Rahab had a son called Boaz, who married Ruth (remember her?).  Boaz and Ruth had a son called Obed, Obed had a son called Jesse, and Jesse had a son called David (as in "King" David).  After many generations, Jesus Christ was born in the same family line.  As would be the case with her daughter-in-law Ruth many years later, Rahab's selflessness – and remembering to hang out the red cord! – paid a hefty dividend.

( Home Links

· Does your home have a "red cord" hanging from the window?  Do you project an attitude of helpfulness to others?
Our kids learn so much by watching how we behave (which, on reflection, is kind of scary!).  Clearly they see you being helpful to them, but they're smart enough to know that's your job.  How about letting them see you help someone else?  One fun way to be helpful is to cook a meal for another family and involve your kids in the cooking.  Once I wanted to give a meal to one of our neighbors, and asked Louis to help me make it (after I borrowed the necessary soy sauce from a neighbor, of course).  Louis and I doubled the recipe, which is one of his favorites, and I think he enjoyed the giving of the meal even more than eating it.  He wanted to call the family to see if they liked it (being the gracious neighbors they are, they called us first!).  He talked about our little project for days and felt so proud of himself for his helpfulness.  Even if you can't involve your kids in a helpful act, tell them about what you're doing for someone else so they can internalize the importance of living a life of giving.
· [P]raising helpers
We'd love to raise kids who are selfless, think of others first, and intuitively know when to step up and lend a hand.  The homelink above describes one way to accomplish that goal.  Another way is to give them positive feedback when they help you or others – shower them with praise.  "Thank you for putting your dirties in the hamper – that really helps me get the laundry started and we can actually walk across the floor of your room!"  Praise other kids in front of your own, too.  "Wow!  That was really helpful how you used such kind words when you asked him to lower his voice!  Thanks for helping us solve that problem."  Just like grown-ups, kids like (and need) positive reinforcement.  And of course, when they receive it, they're likely to keep doing what it was that led to the praise in the first place.
Prayer for the week

· Pray with your child, and let him hear you say,

"Thank you, God, for Rahab's example of helping others in need.  When we see an opportunity to help others out, please gently nudge us to get us moving.  Give us the courage to put others before ourselves sometimes and to know when someone could use an extra hand.  Thank you, God, for being helpful to us and for watching out for us, too.  Amen."
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