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Today's Lesson

Stories of Jesus:  A Royal Welcome
( Bible Story

"Nearly all the people in the crowd threw their garments down on the road, giving him a royal welcome.  Others cut branches from the trees and threw them down as a welcome mat.  Crowds went ahead and crowds followed, all of them calling out, 'Hosanna to David's son!'  'Blessed is he who comes in God's name!'  'Hosanna in highest heaven!'  As he made his entrance into Jerusalem, the whole city was shaken.  Unnerved, people were asking, 'What's going on here? Who is this?'"  Matthew 21:8-10

The word "Hosanna" is an exclamatory prayer that is derived from a Hebrew phrase that means "save us;" it also sometimes is translated as an exclamation of praise.  Whichever meaning the crowd in Jerusalem intended, they were right in either case:  Jesus was beginning the last stage of his journey to establish himself as our Savior.

His triumphal entry into Jerusalem was the opening scene of the finale of the unique pageant of the life of Jesus.  In short order, he would be tried, convicted and sentenced to die the way the government of the day executed people:  by asphyxiation, on a cross.  No doubt during the events of the days following his entry into Jerusalem, many who had been in the crowd crying "Hosanna!" figured they had been mistaken, that their pleas to "save us!" had gone unheard, that their praises had been misplaced.

But Jesus didn't disappoint.  Although great emphasis is placed on his suffering on the cross – and one cannot begin to imagine the agony he endured – the focus of the Easter story, and the central tenet of Christianity, is that he did not stay in the grave.  On the third day following his crucifixion, he arose!  His act of selflessness as a spotless lamb sacrificed at Calvary, and his awesome show of divine power in the Resurrection, made it clear that the cries of "Hosanna!" had not been in vain.  This carpenter, teacher and miracle-worker had indeed come to be our Savior, and at Easter he showed it to all.

When we see a palm frond on Palm Sunday, we remember the royal welcome the people of Jerusalem gave to Jesus at his triumphal entry into the city.  But with or without palm fronds, we can give Him a royal welcome into our lives and our homes, too.  And that welcome needn't wait until Easter, either!  Jesus said, "Here I am!  I stand at the door and knock.  If any of you hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with you.  And you will eat with me."  To Jesus, any welcome we give him, whenever we answer his knocking, is a royal one.
( Home Links

· The Easter story for children
It can be difficult to explain the Easter story to children – especially as we try very hard to shield them from thoughts or images of violence.  Society wasn't quite as genteel when Jesus was alive, though, and at a point in their development our children can grasp that difference and begin to understand both the horrors of Jesus' suffering and the triumph of his resurrection.  You know your child well enough to know whether she is ready to hear the story.  At PS2, because of the broad range of ages of our children, our focus with the Easter story is on the triumphal entry and the Resurrection.  At home, though, depending on your child's age and development, you may want build out the full story to help your child better understand this important aspect of our Christian faith.  St. Matthew's gospel, at chapters 26 – 27 contains the story of Christ's passion.  Follow the link below for a modern-language translation of the story.
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?book_id=47&chapter=26&version=76.
· A special Friend 
After his Resurrection, the Bible says that his disciples and friends saw Jesus for another forty days before he ascended into heaven.  But in God's perfect plan, he didn't leave us without any evidence of his presence.  He promised to send a Comforter (one translation of the Bible uses the word "Friend") who would live with us forever:  the Holy Spirit.  And just as Jesus promised, we can read of the coming of the Holy Spirit in the Book of the Acts of the Apostles, from chapter 2; follow the link below to read about the advent of the Holy Spirit on earth.
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?book_id=51&chapter=2&version=76.
All of us, including children, need a Comforter – another Friend.  And the Comforter certainly wants us!  Even our children can live their lives in a state of awareness that the Spirit of God is ever-present.  In a whispered prayer or a calming thought, our children and we can call on our Friend – anytime and anywhere.  When we say a prayer or think of Jesus, he considers that a fine royal welcome.
Prayer for the week

· Pray with your child, and let her hear you say,

"Thank you, God, for the gift of Jesus Christ.  To know that you became a person and experienced all of the feelings and frustrations that we experience brings us great comfort, and to rejoice in the awesome wonder of your resurrection gives us hope and makes us say "Hosanna!"  When we're glad or when we're sad, remind us of the presence of the Holy Spirit in our lives.  Help us to give you a royal welcome into our lives not only on Palm Sunday but on every day.  For your many gifts may we always give you thanks and praise.  Amen."
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