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Today's Lesson

Bible Heroes:
Jochabed and Moses:  A Mother Shows Her Love
( Bible Story
"A man from the family of Levi married a Levite woman.  The woman became pregnant and had a son.  She saw there was something special about him and hid him.  She hid him for three months.  When she couldn't hide him any longer she got a little basket-boat made of papyrus, waterproofed it with tar and pitch, and placed the child in it.  Then she set it afloat in the reeds at the edge of the Nile.
The baby's older sister found herself a vantage point a little way off and watched to see what would happen to him.  Pharaoh's daughter came down to the Nile to bathe; her maidens strolled on the bank.  She saw the basket-boat floating in the reeds and sent her maid to get it.  She opened it and saw the child – a baby crying!  Her heart went out to him.  She said, 'This must be one of the Hebrew babies.'
Then his sister was before her:  'Do you want me to go and get a nursing mother from the Hebrews so she can nurse the baby for you?  'Pharaoh's daughter said, 'Yes.  Go.'  The girl went and called the child's mother.
Pharaoh's daughter told her, 'Take this baby and nurse him for me.  I'll pay you.'  The woman took the child and nursed him.  After the child was weaned, she presented him to Pharaoh's daughter who adopted him as her son.  She named him Moses (Pulled-Out), saying, 'I pulled him out of the water.'"  (Exodus 2:1-10)

Moses is such a significant figure in our Judeo-Christian heritage that we could spend several sessions just exploring his life.  Although Abraham, Isaac and Jacob get many of the headlines, being first in the line of God's covenant people, much more is recorded about Moses and his leadership of the Israelites.  Moses also features in modern-day religious observance and tradition:  it was to him that God communicated instructions for the first Passover, and the Ten Commandments.

But on this Mothers' Day we stop to remember that if it weren't for Moses' mom Jochabed, he wouldn't have survived to be the great leader he became.  Worried about the growing population of Israelites in Egypt and their increasing prominence, the Pharaoh enslaved the adults and decided to get rid of all young Israelite boys.  If the authorities had discovered Moses at home, they would have taken him away from his family.  So Jochabed devised a plan, recorded in the scripture passage quoted above.  It wasn't perfect – after all, Moses was raised by Pharaoh's daughter and not Jochabed – but Moses did survive and, in fact, he thrived and lived to lead God's people.  Jochabed's motherly love ensured Moses' place in our history; she knew that God had given her a boy, and she would do whatever was needed to keep him safe.  That's the very definition of a mother:  a safe-keeper.
( Home Links

· Dads:  brag on your wives!  (Or Moms:  brag on yourselves!)
It's Mothers' Day!  Let's celebrate all that Moms around the world do.  Raising children to appreciate the role of motherhood can only add value to our society.  As boys and girls grow up, society will offer them many confusing and often conflicting messages about motherhood and a woman's role.  Consider motherhood in its many forms:  working mom, stay-at-home mom, somewhere-in-between Mom, adoptive/biological/single.  There is value in every manifestation, because in each case a mom is caring for her children.  Every mother exhibits caring in different ways, so tell your child how you (moms), or your wife (dads) care for him.  What makes his mother a special Mom?  Do a little show and tell.  Help him know what to be grateful for and how many blessings he has to count because of his MOTHER.
· Did you know you were following a calling when you gave birth?
What Jochabed could not have known is that she was setting an example for Moses in the care she gave him.  Although we don't know how many other mothers avoided Pharaoh's henchmen, we suspect that lots of Israelite boys were taken away from their families.  But Jochabed put herself in great danger by hiding him in her home.  Then she strategically placed him near where Pharaoh's daughter swam in the river, and set up the situation so that she could remain with him during childhood.  He would grow up in luxury at the Palace, but he had the background of one of God's covenant people.  When he became a man, God called on him to go against the crowd and put himself in danger to save all of the Israelites.  He was afraid; he had a speech impediment and did not feel worthy.  But he was raised with an example of what it meant to do what was right, even if it was unpopular, talent-stretching, or scary.  We are not here simply to feed, bathe and keep our kids from killing each other (although some days it seems we can barely manage that!).  We are passing on character and life-force to our little sponges.  That's a huge responsibility, and a very special calling.
Prayer for the week

· Pray with your child, and let her hear you say,

"Thank you, God, for the story of baby Moses.  He was blessed with a great mom, just like we have in our family.  Help me honor my mother in how I treat her and the rest of my family, and help me to remember to thank you sometimes for giving me my mom.  Amen."
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