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Today's Lesson

God's Child is Careful with Resources!
( Bible Story
"Then I gave them my report: 'Face it: we're in a bad way here.  Jerusalem is a wreck; its gates are burned up.  Come – let's build the wall of Jerusalem and not live with this disgrace any longer.'  I told them how God was supporting me and how the king was backing me up.  They said, 'We're with you.  Let's get started.'  They rolled up their sleeves, ready for the good work."  (Nehemiah 2:17-18)

During a time when outsiders had overtaken the land of Israel and the people had been taken away from their homes to work for their conquerors, the city of Jerusalem fell into disrepair.  The city, with its Temple and history, represented all that was sacred to the people of Israel.  It defined their customs and beliefs, and was where they worshiped and traded goods.  When many members of the community were taken away by the people from other countries, there was no one left to keep the City looking nice.  One of the people whose family had been taken away from Israel was named Nehemiah.  Nehemiah worked for the King of Persia, in a trusted position as a personal assistant to the King.  Nehemiah heard about the state of his hometown, and convinced the King to let him return to Jerusalem to rebuild it.  When he returned home, he led the people in a HUGE clean-up project that culminated in top-to-bottom rebuilding of the city of Jerusalem.  People who helped were not just builders – they were jewelers, perfumers, shop owners and priests, too.  Everyone who cared for the city took part in the project.

( Home Links
· Just as the city of Jerusalem was central to the people of Israel, our earth and our country, state, city and neighborhood are important to us, too.

Tell your child something that you have done to take care of your environment.  While most of us may never have worked in the Peace Corps or for some other official environmental organization, almost everyone's personal history involves an environmentally friendly decision or action.  Share with your child that decision you made or action you took.  Tell your child how you believe your family should contribute to keeping our earth and your surroundings in tip-top shape.

· Kids can have pride of ownership as well!
Brainstorm with your daughter about ways she can effect change in her world.  She may come up with ideas that seem small, but are specifically about her world and therefore important.  If you're having trouble coming up with anything, start small.  Keeping a room picked up and tidy is a way to show honor to your home, and picking up garbage when you see it (at the beach or your neighborhood park) keeps your surroundings beautiful.

Prayer for the week

· Pray with your child, and let him hear you say,

"Thank you, God, for entrusting us with the earth and giving us this home, and for surrounding us with so much natural beauty.  Guide my son and me as we help to keep it looking nice and safeguard it for children who will play here after us.  Remind us of ways to make good choices."
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