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Today's Lesson

Stories of Jesus:  Making Wise Investments
( Bible Story

"[God's Kingdom] is also like a man going off on an extended trip.  He called his servants together and delegated responsibilities.  To one he gave five thousand dollars, to another two thousand, to a third one thousand, depending on their abilities.  Then he left.  Right off, the first servant went to work and doubled his master's investment.  The second did the same.  But the man with the single thousand dug a hole and carefully buried his master's money."  Matthew 25:14-18

"Seize life!  Eat bread with gusto, drink wine with a robust heart.
Oh yes – God takes pleasure in your pleasure!
Dress festively every morning.  Don't skimp on colors and scarves.
Relish life with the spouse you love each and every day of your precarious life.
Each day is God's gift.  It's all you get in exchange for the hard work of staying alive.
Make the most of each one!
Whatever turns up, grab it and do it.  And heartily!"  Ecclesiastes 9:7-10
Jesus told a story about a man who went away on a trip and asked his staff to manage his investments while he was away.  He gave the most experienced member of his staff $5,000 to invest, the next most experienced $2,000, and the junior $1,000.

When he returned and asked for an accounting, the senior reported that he had doubled the man's money, as did the second-ranking staff member.  The master was pleased, and promoted each of the men.  The junior had a different report, recorded in the 25th chapter of the Gospel of St. Matthew:
"The servant given one thousand said, 'Master, I know you have high standards and hate careless ways, that you demand the best and make no allowances for error.  I was afraid I might disappoint you, so I found a good hiding place and secured your money.  Here it is, safe and sound down to the last cent.'"
The master was not pleased with the junior.  "That's a terrible way to live!" he said.  "It's criminal to live cautiously like that!  If you knew I was after the best, why did you do less than the least?  The least you could have done would have been to invest the sum with the bankers, where at least I would have gotten a little interest."  He fired the man on the spot, ridiculing him as a "'play-it-safe' who won't go out on a limb."
Through this parable, Jesus was teaching two principal lessons.

· First, make use of the assets God has given you; don't bury or ignore them.  Invest them as wisely as you know how.  Put them to work!  You may not get a 100% return on what you invest – and the best you may be able to do is use them in a way that is analogous to making a deposit in a bank – but do something!

· Second, don't live a life that is all caution and no exploration or adventure or risk.  The master in Jesus' story said that it's "criminal" to live life like that.  The writer in Ecclesiastes sounded a similar note, when he wrote that we should "seize life:"  "Whatever turns up, grab it and do it … heartily!"
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· Talent search
In the King James Version of the Bible, the money in the story above was denominated in "talents," an ancient measure of money.  For years, Bible teachers have taken advantage of the dual meaning of the word to emphasize the importance of making use of our personal talents.  Sometimes our children need a little help to identify talents and, once identified, to put them to use.  Some children are given a talent (a pretty singing voice, for instance) that, if used to its fullest, would require the child to be in front of a large audience – but that child may be uncomfortable in the spotlight.  To develop that talent fully, the child both has to train her singing voice and also learn to be comfortable on the stage.  She may never get over her discomfort with audiences – the child's talent may never be heard other than when singing "happy birthday" at a party – but Jesus says that's okay.  We're just supposed to do something with the assets we're given.  In Jesus' story, the bottom line is that one can't tuck a talent away.  Living like that, the master in the story said, would be "criminal."
· Live richly
There's more to life than playing it safe.  In 2006, in a hustly-bustly urban environment, the urge to "cocoon" sometimes is overwhelming.  But the writer of Ecclesiastes instructs us to dress brightly and eat and drink with gusto and make the most of each day.  Citibank's "Live Richly" advertising campaign, with its eye-catching aphorisms, very well may be drawn straight from Ecclesiastes.   God doesn't give a hoot about where you do your personal banking, but Citibank has it right in at least one regard:  we're supposed to live richly.  God takes pleasure in our pleasure.
Prayer for the week

· Pray with your child, and let him hear you say,

"Thank you, God, for the story about investing.  Thank you for the many assets and gifts you have given us and the reminder that we should work to make those assets and gifts better and stronger and bigger.  Thank you for reminding us that each day is a gift from you, and that we should make the most of each one.  Help us to live life richly.  Amen."
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