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Today's Lesson

Stories of Jesus:
The Lost Son
( Bible Lesson
"When he was still a long way off, his father saw him.  His heart pounding, he ran out, embraced him, and kissed him."  Luke 15:20
Jesus told a story about a self-centered, over-privileged young man who demanded that his father pay him his share of the family's wealth.  The son, "undisciplined and dissipated," wasted all the money and ended up on skid row, absolutely destitute and literally starving to death.  He finally realized that it would be preferable to go back home in shame and work as a servant for his father than to waste away in exile.  So he decided he would do that, and apologize to his father and ask for mercy.
The father was waiting for his son.  He welcomed him with open arms, and would have nothing but the best for him.  He called for a feast and had his servants give a new set of clothes to the returned son.

Jesus told this story in a sort of lost-and-found parable triptych.  The first lost thing was the sheep, which we discussed during Together Time on February 26.  The second lost item was a coin; in that story, a woman loses one of her ten coins and upturns her house until she finds it.  In both of these stories, Jesus describes the joy of the shepherd and the housewife, respectively, over the recovery of what was lost.  His theme is the joy in heaven when someone estranged from God finds her way home.  The third lost-and-found story is the story of the prodigal son.
In the first two stories, the lost items are things:  an animal and a coin.  Their owners go to great lengths to find them, but presumably they have no anger because the lost things didn't purposefully become lost; it just happened.  In the third story, however, the lost son affirmatively decides to leave his father, and affirmatively decides to live his life wastefully.  Still, when he returns, the father welcomes him back as a son and evinces no anger or bitterness over the circumstances of his son's departure.
Through this series of stories, Jesus is making a central point:  no matter the circumstances surrounding our exile from God's safekeeping, when he finds us – or when we return on our own – he will welcome us, and there will be a party.  The example of the lost son shows that no matter how profligate our lives – how "undisciplined and dissipated," like the lost son – the Father still is watching for us.  And even when we're still a long way off, our Father will see us and come running.
( Home Links

· Free choice … 
Why did the father in the story of the lost son pay out his son's inheritance before it was due him?  And why, when he hadn't heard from his son in awhile, did the father not go searching for him?  God lets us find our own way.  He is the constant; he knows that we'll know how to find him when we come to our senses.  Our children have to learn this lesson on their own, sometimes; we can't possibly monitor their every move, or they'll never mature.  What we can do is be the constant in their lives, like the father of the lost son, and do our best to guide them toward choices that have positive consequences instead of negative ones.  But even when our children make the "wrong" choices, we must be sure we welcome them into our arms and forgive them.  And a little party now and then won't hurt, either.
· … With consequences
In the story of the lost son, the older brother becomes jealous when he sees the father treating the younger son to a big shindig on his return.  He asks his father why the younger son should get so much attention, having made a series of irresponsible decisions, when the older son stayed and worked during the time his brother was gone, and never once got a party for his efforts.  The father replies, "Son, you don't understand.  You're with me all the time, and everything that is mine is yours."  In other words, the younger son wasn't going to get any more of the family's wealth; the responsible son got to keep it all.  The younger son had to depend on his father's mercy; there were consequences to his decision to waste away his resources.  There are "logical consequences" to our decisions, and our children's decisions, too.  All the more reason to live our lives in front of our children (and elsewhere!) in a way that provides a positive model for good decision-making.
Prayer for the week

· Pray with your child, and let him hear you say,

"Thank you, God, for Jesus' story about the lost son, and what it teaches us about the great love the Father has for each of us.  Thank you for the assurance that even when we make poor choices, you and our parents welcome us with open arms.  Help us to make choices that keep us close to the Father.  Amen."
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