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Today's Lesson

Stories of Jesus:
Love Your Enemies
( Bible Lesson
"A Samaritan traveling the road came on him.  When he saw the man's condition, his heart went out to him.  He gave him first aid, disinfecting and bandaging his wounds.  Then he lifted him onto his donkey, led him to an inn, and made him comfortable.  In the morning he took out two silver coins and gave them to the innkeeper, saying, 'Take good care of him.  If it costs any more, put it on my bill – I'll pay you on my way back.'"  Luke 10:33-35

"'You're familiar with the old written law, 'Love your friend,' and its unwritten companion, 'Hate your enemy.'  I'm challenging that.  I'm telling you to love your enemies.  Let them bring out the best in you, not the worst.  When someone gives you a hard time, respond with the energies of prayer, for then you are working out of your true selves, your God-created selves.  This is what God does.  He gives his best – the sun to warm and the rain to nourish – to everyone, regardless:  the good and bad, the nice and nasty.  If all you do is love the lovable, do you expect a bonus?  Anybody can do that.  If you simply say hello to those who greet you, do you expect a medal?  Any run-of-the-mill sinner does that.  In a word, what I'm saying is, grow up.  You're kingdom subjects.  Now live like it.  Live out your God-created identity.  Live generously and graciously toward others, the way God lives toward you.'"  Matthew 5:43-48
The parable of the "Good Samaritan" is one of the most well-known of the Stories of Jesus.  Its underlying lesson is so widely understood that laws shielding people who help others in need from being sued by the person helped are called "Good Samaritan laws."  The principle Jesus shared by telling the story is that we are called to a higher mode of living than just loving those we're supposed to love; instead, we're supposed to love everyone – even our enemies!
You may remember the key aspects of the story of the Good Samaritan:  a man was traveling from Jerusalem to Jericho, and was attacked by roadside thieves, who took everything he had, beat him and left him near death.  The man, a Jew, lay by the side of the road.  A priest – someone from the wounded man's community – came by and saw him, but did nothing to help him.  Then a Levite – one of the most elite members of the wounded man's community – came by and saw him, but also did nothing to help him.

But then the Samaritan came by.  His people were outcasts; one might put a modern-day gloss on the story and think of the Samaritan as a Palestinian, or as a native South African during the time of apartheid.  If a Samaritan were by the side of the road, he could expect to die there, unless someone from his own community happened by – and therefore, by rights, the Samaritan should have done just as the priest and the Levite had done and kept on walking.  But this Samaritan was different:  the Bible says when he saw the wounded man, he "had compassion" for him, and helped him.
If the Samaritan had applied the old-school rule to love only his own people and hate his enemies, he would have kept on walking.  Instead, he showed a new way of living by loving even his putative enemy.  Jesus challenges us to do the same thing, to "Live generously and graciously toward others, the way God lives toward you."
( Home Links

· What to do about schoolyard bullies
Although most of our children wouldn't identify anyone they know as an "enemy," there are other children with whom our kids come into contact that are, in a word, difficult.  Some of them are downright unpleasant.  We've stated before that while we don't want our children to be punching bags, we do want them to be aware that they have a choice of how to react when they are hurt physically or verbally.  One way they can earn respect – and perhaps a wide berth – from the inevitable schoolyard bully is to help others who face problems.  Maybe the "mean" kid slips and falls; encourage your child to offer to help him up, as the Samaritan did to the stranger by the side of the road.  It may not work – the other child may continue to treat your daughter in an inconsiderate way – but she will be learning a valuable lesson about loving even those who seem unlovable, and will be applying one of the Stories of Jesus to her day-to-day life.
· Prayer changes things 

Unlike our children, many of us do consider certain people to be persona non grata – in some cases, we might even admit that we have "enemies."  All too often these failed relationships develop from small things – little seeds that grow into unsightly thistles.  We can take a prophylactic approach to these situations by digging out the seed before it's allowed to grow; last week we considered the importance of forgiveness, and forgiveness is the best weed killer around.  If, however, we have allowed the weed to grow, we cannot ignore the example of the Good Samaritan:  we must turn our distaste into affirmative love for our enemies.  Hard to do, sure – but in the passage from St. Matthew's gospel quoted above, Jesus tells us that we can find success in what may seem like an uphill battle by responding "with the energies of prayer."  Give it a try sometime!
Prayer for the week

· Pray with your child, and let him hear you say,

"Thank you, God, for Jesus' story about the good Samaritan, and what it teaches us about the importance of loving everybody.  Help me to have the courage to show kindness even to those who are mean to me, and help those who are mean to learn how to be kind.  Please remind me that I have the choice to be nice even when I am upset or angry.  Amen."
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