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Today's Lesson

Bible Heroes:
Joseph Perseveres
( Bible Story
[Joseph's] brothers pulled [him] out of the cistern and sold him for twenty pieces of silver to the Ishmaelites who took Joseph with them down to Egypt. … In Egypt the Midianites sold Joseph to Potiphar, one of Pharaoh's officials, manager of his household affairs.  (Genesis 37:28, 36)

As it turned out, GOD was with Joseph and things went very well with him.  He ended up living in the home of his Egyptian master.  His master recognized that GOD was with him, saw that GOD was working for good in everything he did.  He became very fond of Joseph and made him his personal aide.  He put him in charge of all his personal affairs, turning everything over to him.  From that moment on, GOD blessed the home of the Egyptian--all because of Joseph.  The blessing of GOD spread over everything he owned, at home and in the fields, and all Potiphar had to concern himself with was eating three meals a day.  (Genesis 39:2-6)

Joseph was Jacob's favorite son, and his brothers hated him for that.  Of course, the amazing technicolor dream coat didn't help Joseph's position with his brothers, nor did it help when Joseph shared with his brothers his dreams about how his whole family would one day pay homage to him.  So when Jacob sent Joseph, unaccompanied, to check on his brothers in the field, it was all the brothers could do to keep from killing him.  Instead, they ripped off his fancy coat and threw him in a pit.

But, as usual, God had a plan, although no doubt it looked a bit dubious to Joseph when it happened:  a group of traders came by the brothers' camp, and the brothers pulled Joseph out of the pit and sold him into slavery.  The traders, in turn, sold Joseph to a high-ranking government official in Egypt named Potiphar.  Joseph, being an "A" player, did the only thing he knew how to do:  his best.  He soon became the chief of staff for Potiphar, and everything seemed to be turning out okay.
Except it didn't.  In addition to his brothers' conniving, Potiphar's wife got upset when Joseph wouldn't succumb to her wiles.  So she set him up, and Potiphar got Joseph thrown into prison.  Genesis records that God still was with Joseph in prison:  the head jailer made Joseph in charge of all of the prisoners (one translation says the jailer gave Joseph "free rein").  Even in prison, Joseph was successful!
Joseph's story is really a good read.  He got out of prison by interpreting a fellow prisoner's dream, who in turn (after a few years) recommended Joseph's divinely inspired interpretation skills to Pharaoh, who in turn made Joseph, a Hebrew and a former slave, the prime minister of Egypt – at age 30.  The rest of the story – the 7-year famine in the region, Joseph's brothers coming to buy food from Joseph's grain stocks, Jacob coming to spend his last years with Joseph – makes clear that Joseph's perseverance paid off in a big way.

Joseph's journey from the pit, to Potiphar's house, to prison and then, in triumph, to Pharoah's palace, is a real source of encouragement.  At many points in his life journey, Joseph could have thrown in the towel, but he didn't.  In the end, God blessed Joseph not only because he was a key link in the chain of ancient promises God had made to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, but also because he repeatedly showed his mettle when faced with trying circumstances.
( Home Links

· Sometimes kids can get discouraged, too.
Maybe it's the rough-and-tumble of playground politics, or consistent trouble with a subject at school, or some family displacement – kids face life obstacles just as adults do.  And sometimes, they feel like giving up.  Without ignoring or belittling their feelings, it's up to us to teach them perseverance.  You may be able to accomplish this by sharing situations in your own adult life when you could have given up:  that persistently difficult relationship at work, or getting trumped on a bid for a house, or not finding a job quickly when you really needed a career change.  (N.B.:  it's best to pick examples where it all turned out in the end!)  Learning perseverance early will help your child deal with the inevitable swings and roundabouts she'll face in "real" life, when she leaves the safety of your home to face the world.
· [type title to link #2 here]
Type link #2 here – don't go over 2 pages total!
Prayer for the week

· Pray with your child, and let him hear you say,

"Thank you, God, for Joseph's example of sticking to it even when it seemed like his world was coming apart.  Thank you also for the assurance we have in knowing that you're looking out for us and want nothing so much as to bless us.  Teach us patience when we are discouraged, and when the problem is over, remind us to thank you for your help in our tough times.  Amen."
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